My Strong Girl,
Ojani
As told by mom

O

jani was born at 23 weeks, weighing less
than two pounds. Her birth was a miracle
as I was told that she would not make it
through my pregnancy. Once Ojani appeared in
this world, doctors told me that her chance of
survival would be low, and my heart refused to
believe their words. But my little girl is a fighter,
battling infections that consumed her body. She
was so sick that doctors transferred her to Lucile
Packard Children’s Hospital to get specialized
attention. It was there that I learned that my little
girl would need heart surgery to save her life.

I had to keep up my strength for Ojani. And I will
never forget the Spring Care Basket that volunteers at
There With Care put together for Ojani’s brother Oscar
who spends a lot of time with us at the hospital and
at Ojani’s appointments. My two children mean the
world to me.

We are so lucky to have There With Care with us
on this long journey; not everyone does. Knowing
that we are supported and that there is someone
to listen to us helps us face Ojani’s difficulties.
They always have the right words to make us feel
better. We thank them for everything they do.
It warms my heart to share that Ojani is almost #justkeepswimming
one year old. My strong girl has had a total of 9
surgeries since birth. She continues to fight, and I
know she’ll continue to fight, but I believe that she
will be fine one day. I just have to keep believing
in her and loving her.
There With Care has been there for my family for
the past three months. The diapers and wipes they
consistently provided us helped us with this basic
need. The transportation support allowed my son and
husband to visit us regularly at the hospital, giving me
a support system during some of my longest days and
nights. Groceries and bedside snacks kept me going,
even on days when I had no energy to eat. I knew
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How Your Support Directly
Impacts Our Families

27%

Grocery Meal Program: Provide grocery and prepared meal
delivery, Easy Meal Care Bags for bedside snacks and items
prepared by Team Bake Chop

26%

Patient/Sibling Support Program: Provide babysitting,
clothes, diapers, wipes, toys, birthday gifts, and other
necessities for patients and siblings

23%

Transportation Program: Transportation to and from
hospitals, medical appointments and treatments, schools
and activities; including gasoline cost assistance and auto
repairs

10%

Baby Care Program: New and gently used baby clothing,
books, toys, car seats, strollers, cribs and other essential
items for families

8%
6%

Holiday Program: Meals and gifts to families during
the holiday season and to celebrate special holidays
throughout the year
Home Maintenance Program: Housecleaning, laundry
services, lawn and garden care, pet care during hospital
admission, industrial home cleaning for immune
compromised children, home modifications for disability
access

Thank You to the
Volunteers and Donors
Who Have Provided these
Incredible Gifts
$1,048,703 Donated value of In-Kind Items
$835,140 Total value of volunteer hours

Family Support by the Numbers
90%

Percentage of families we serve who
live in financial distress

$2,500

Average cost to serve a family
through a crisis

467

Families served in 2017

99 Days

Average length a family receives
support from There With Care

All figures based on the fiscal year 2017
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